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Celebrating the 120th Anniversary of
Sichuan University

L

ocated near Minshan Mountain and Emei Mountain and surrounded by the Jinjiang River, Sichuan University
enjoys a great reputation and has nurtured numerous talents over the years. The university will celebrate its
120th anniversary in September 2016.

Sichuan University was established after three nationally important universities merged. These were the former

Sichuan University, the former Chengdu University of Science and Technology and the former West China University of Medical Sciences.
During its 120-year history, the university has built up a rich culture and solid education foundation that fuses
elements from the West and the East. The university’s motto reads: The ocean is exclusive to embrace hundreds of
rivers and greatness comes with an open mind.
The university demands high levels of rigorousness, diligence and innovation from its students. Over the generations, students have developed their characters at the university, which prides itself on nurturing people with integrity, resolution and willingness to shoulder responsibilities. The university’s history also tells a story of how modern
Chinese education institutes inherit tradition while pursuing innovation.
The 120th anniversary serves as a golden opportunity to look back at history, display the university’s achievements and unite the alumni to seek further development. The university has created a committee to prepare for
the celebration. The committee is comprised of well-known scholars, famous alumni and representatives from the
university council, the alumni association and other relevant departments. Focusing on academics, a series of celebration activities will also be held to coordinate alumni and other social resources to improve the university’s education strengths, social influences and global reputation and to speed up building it into a first-class comprehensive
research-oriented university. Faculties and students, alumni at home and abroad, friends and foreign guests are all
welcome to join the preparations for the 120th anniversary celebration.
Celebrations will be held beside Wangjiang Pavilion, at the intelligent Huaxiba area, and along the picturesque
Jiang’an River. The university hopes to contribute “the power of Sichuan University” to the rejuvenation of China
and help build a bright future.
Sichuan University
August 1, 2015

Contact us
Deng Jianping; Xie Bing; Yang Bin
Address: Office for Anniversary Preparation, Room 408,
the Administrative Building, Sichuan University,
Chengdu 610065, Sichuan Province, China
Tel: +86 28 – 85402139, 85407650
Fax: +86 28 – 85402442
Website: www.scu.edu.cn
Website for the anniversary: 120xq.scu.edu.cn
WeChat public account: scuxq120
E-mail: 120xqb@scu.edu.cn
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S potlight

“Search for the Origin of the Universe”
the Winner of Nobel Prize Samuel Ting Delivers a Lecture in Sichuan University

introduced the three short-distance
experiments headed by him, which are
“The Discovery of New Particle Families”, “The Discovery of Gluon” and “L3
experiment in European Organization
for Nuclear Research”, then highlighted
a long-distance experiment led by him
– “Explore the Structure and Origin of
the Universe”. And affectionately, he
shared with all the teachers and students present his foremost perception
of scientific research based on his own
experiences – “Natural science study
is competitive, everyone strives to be
No. 1.” He encouraged teachers and
students to be steadfast and diligent in
fundamental researches, so as to lay a
solid foundation for scientific study.

O

Mr. Samuel Ting, who grew up in Sin the afternoon of September

orated the importance of “experiment”

chuan in his childhood, can still speak

24, Mr. Samuel Ting, a winner

to scientific research and pointed out

fluent Sichuan dialect. He specially

of Nobel Prize for Physics and

that: “Experiments are the foundation

addressed the audience in amiable Si-

Chinese-American professor of Massa-

of natural science. Theories would be

chuan dialect. During the lecture full

chusetts Institute of Technology, visited

meaningless without the verification

of frontier scientific knowledge, he

SCU and accepted the letter of appoint-

through experiments. Only after the

explained profound theories in simple

ment for honorary professor of SCU is-

overturn of a theory by experiment, it is

terms, which won bursts of applause.

sued by president Xie Heping on behalf

possible to create a new theory; while

After the lecture, Mr. Samuel Ting

of SCU. After that, Prof. Samuel Ting

theories cannot overturn experiments.”

communicated with the teachers and stu-

gave the teachers and students of SCU

He believes that fundamental research

dents and answered their questions en-

an academic lecture titled Search for

is very important, which “would greatly

thusiastically. When a sophomore from

the Origin of the Universe. The lecture

enhance our living quality. The de-

the College of Physical Science and Tech-

hall including the aisles was crowded

velopment of technology is rooted in

nology sought advice on how to persist

with around one thousand teachers

fundamental research. However, what

in one’s scientific dream and maintain

and students.

people tend to forget is, the scientists

passion, Mr. Ting said: “Physics research

In the lecture, in combination with

who have laid solid foundation for

is the most important, nothing else. This

his abundant experiences and practices

these achievements keep exploring due

would be your life-long career”. “Find

related to physics study, Mr. Samuel

to their curiosities to the nature, rather

your passion and follow your heart. You

Ting expressed his insights into scien-

than economic interests.”

are bound to succeed.”Mr. Samuel Ting,

tific research. In the first place, he elab-
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During the speech, Mr. Samuel Ting

whose native place is Rizhao, Shandong,
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was born in 1936. He is an American

and High Talents Conference, he made

construction and development in SCU.

experimental physicist and a professor

this trip to Sichuan, among which his

And he expressed the desire that Mr.

of Massachusetts Institute of Technology.

visit to SCU is one important stop, and

Samuel Ting would continue to pay

He once discovered a new fundamental

a featured activity of the Conference as

close attention to and brace the reform

particle and named it as “Particle J”, as

well.

and development of SCU.

the English letter “J” is similar to the

In the summary speech after this

Subsequently, Mr. Samuel Ting paid

shape of his surname in Chinese, “ 丁

lecture, Academician Xie Heping, presi-

a special visit to the College of Physical

(Ting)”. In 1976, he was awarded the

dent of SCU, expressed his gratitude

Science and Technology and had an in-

Nobel Prize for Physics. On invitation for

to Mr. Samuel Ting for his concern

depth conversation with faculty and

2015 Western China Overseas High Tech

with and support for physics discipline

students there.
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Delegation of SCU Attended
the Third Meeting of China-EU High-Level
People-to-People Dialogue Mechanism

T

he Third Meeting of China-EU

Liu Yandong, Vice Premier of the

media, youth, women and tourism,

High-Level People-to-People Dia-

State Council, and Tibor Navracsics,

etc., is expected to be further enhanced,

logue Mechanism was held on

European Commissioner for Education,

making China-EU relationship stronger,

September 15 in Brussels. Yan Shijing,

Culture, Youth and Sports, co-hosted and

more amiable and prosperous, said Liu

vice-president of SCU was invited to at-

addressed the meeting. The cooperation

Yandong.

tend the meeting with a delegation.

with EU in education, science, culture,

As a representative of beneficiaries
from the China-EU High-Level Peopleto-People Dialogue Mechanism, Prof. Shi
Jian of SCU introduced the experience.
He said: “We believe this dialogue will
help the people in both China and EU
know each other better. It is the premise
of mutual understanding and trust, laying a basis of promoting China-EU relationship. The more efforts we make to
develop economic and trade cooperation
and facilitate mutual trust in politics, the
more important for us to deepen mutual
understanding.”
Delegation of SCU also attended China-EU Think Tank Forum. Vice Premier
Liu Yandong made a keynote speech on
this occasion. Before the forum, Vice
Premier Liu Yandong met with the representatives of universities from China
and EU. As a representative of one of
the four universities, Yan Shijing, vicepresident of SCU, attended the meeting.
Vice-president Yan Shijing, on behalf of
SCU, signed an execution agreement on
jointly building the Confucius Institute
with Renmin University of China and the
Université libre de Bruxelles. The delegation of SCU included the staffs from the
Centre for European Studies, Office for
Social Sciences and International Office
of SCU.

04
Sichuan University Newsletter

AUTUMN 2015 ISSUE 12

Prof. Ada Yonath, Winner of Nobel Prize for Chemistry
Pays a Visit to SCU

O

n the afternoon of September

lighted to see the efforts and achieve-

22, a group headed by Prof. Ada

ments made by SCU in research and

Yonath, winner of Nobel Prize

disciplinary development in the do-

for Chemistry visited SCU. President

main of chemistry in SCU. And she

Xie Heping received the visiting guests.

looks forward to further cooperation

And officers in charge of relevant de-

with SCU in relevant fields in the fu-

partments attended the meeting.

ture.

President Xie Heping extended a

After the meeting, Prof. Ada Yonath

warm welcome on behalf of SCU to

visited the Institute of New Energy and

Prof. Ada Yonath, who would give lec-

Low-Carbon Technology, CO2-Miner-

tures in SCU. He also expressed the ex-

alized Power Generation Laboratory

pectation that Prof. Ada Yonath would

and Selenium-nucleic Acid Research

get involved in more visits to and ex-

Institute of the College of Life Sciences.

changes with SCU, and offer valuable

On the morning of September 23, Prof.

suggestions on overall development of

Ada Yonath gave a theme lecture to the

chemistry discipline in SCU.

students of SCU.

LINKS

Prof. Ada Yonath said she was de-

Prof. Ada Yonath is a scientist
of Israel. In 2006, by virtue of
the outstanding achievement in
the area of “ribosome protein
synthesis and photoreaction in
photosynthesis”, she, together
with George Feher, was awarded
the Wolf Prize in Chemistry. The
prize is granted to the scientists,
except the Nobel Prize winners,
who have made great contribution in the field of chemistry. It is
one of the most influential prizes
in the domain of chemistry.
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The 2015 “University Immersion Program” of SCU
Kicks off

I

n the campus, you can appreciate

courses and exchange programs during

batches of state pillars and social elites

the lectures delivered by the profes-

the two-week event.

with “deep-rooted humanistic connota-

sors from world-class universities; in

Xie Heping, president of SCU, stated

tions, solid-grounded expertise, strong

the dormitory, you can communicate

in his address that to create internation-

innovation consciousness and broad

with students from Harvard, Cambridge

alized environment and cultivate top

international vision”.

and other topnotch universities glob-

talents is the first and foremost mission

In the “University Immersion Pro-

ally. On the evening of July 5, the 4

of SCU, and the UIP is one of the efforts

gram” this year, taking advantage of

paid by SCU for internationalization.

its good cooperative relationship with

th

“University Immersion Program (UIP)”
of SCU was inaugurated at Jiang’an

The “University Immersion Pro-

world-renown higher learning institu-

campus of SCU. The UIP attracted hun-

gram” of SCU, initiated in 2012, is

tions, SCU invited 169 foreign experts

dreds of teachers and students from

intended to help students explore inter-

and scholars from 92 celebrated insti-

Harvard, Oxford, MIT,University of

national vision, think from an interna-

tutions in 24 countries (incl. USA, UK,

Nottingham and other first-class uni-

tional perspective, thus to continuously

France, Germany, Canada, Australia,

versities to participate in diversified

improve teaching quality, and cultivate

Russia, Singapore, Japan, etc.), and of-
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fered 188 international courses lectured
in pure English, covering multi-disciplines such as art, science, engineering
and medicine. These courses contain
cutting-edge information of related disciplines and general courses for common students as well.
Besides the above-mentioned courses, SCU organized a series of exchange
activities. 43 “international exchange
camps” under various themes were held
in 30 colleges/schools, over 400 foreign
students from Harvard, Oxford, MIT,
Queen Marry University of London,
University of Nottingham, Michigan
State University and other world-class
universities entered SCU campuses, and
lived, studied and exchanged with its
students.
In the opening ceremony, Simon
Gaskell, president of Queen Marry University of London, said to all the teachers and students present: We, from various countries and institutions, gather
in Sichuan University; and during the
process exchanging ideas and exploring
cultural difference, you’ll find that, we
have so many in common and much
less things diverging.
Faig Habash, a junior student majoring in Economics in Harvard University, made a speech on behalf of the
students at the opening ceremony. He
said that he is fascinated by Chinese
language and Chinese culture, and treasures this opportunity to communicate
and study in SCU. Coming from Palestine, Habash is clear that China and
Palestine had been linked up by the
Silk Road thousands of years ago. He
added, thanks to this event, he could
know more about China and the history of Silk Road. “As to me, I yearn for
more frequent communication between
the countries along the Silk Road, as
they did before.”
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Luck and Happiness Today Means More
Responsibility in the Future
SCU Holds 2015 Matriculation Ceremony of Sichuan University - Pittsburgh Institute

O

n the afternoon of September 25,
the first matriculation ceremony
of Sichuan University - Pitts-

burgh Institute was held in SCU. And the
ceremony was attended by Mr. Patrick
Gallagher, chancellor of the University
of Pittsburgh, Mr. Gerald D. Holder,
dean of the Swanson School of Engineering of the University of Pittsburgh, Mr.
Ariel Armony, director of the University
Center for International Studies of the
University of Pittsburgh, Mr. Lawrence
Feick, a professor of the College of Business Administration of the University
of Pittsburgh, Academician Xie Heping,
president of SCU, Prof. Li Guangxian,
executive vice-president of SCU, Prof.
Yan Shijing, vice-president of SCU and
Prof. Li Xufeng, vice-president of SCU,
as well as all faculty and students of the
Pittsburgh Institute and some parents of
the students. The executive vice president
of SCU, Prof. Li Guangxian presided over
the matriculation ceremony.
President Xie Heping passionately
addressed the ceremony. He told sincerely the students that they are lucky
and blessed for admission into the
Pittsburgh Institute; however, luck and
happiness would not last long without
diligence and endeavor; in Sichuan University - Pittsburgh Institute, teachers and
students must endure more hardship
since the students would shoulder more
responsibilities in the future; with our
concerted effort, Sichuan University -
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Pittsburgh Institute would become a Chi-

Sichuan University-Pittsburg Institute.

University-Pittsburg Institute, expressed

nese featured world-class institution. He

He said, “Everything is a brand-new start.

his desire that the students would grow

expressed his hope that, in the next four

You’re expecting the new academic year

up as conscientious adults and keep

years, all students would make the most

and new future, and we are expecting

positive and confident attitude toward

of the excellent internationalized stage

your arrival at theUniversity of Pittsburg

life, help and respect others. He reviewed

provided by Sichuan University - Pitts-

in two years. The campus will change

with affectionateness the history of SCU

burgh Institute to broaden their horizon,

your life in an unexpected way, and you

and put forward three expectations to all

engage in innovative development and

must study hard in the following four

freshmen: firstly, to be excellent world

make good friends; and all the teachers

years. Only studying hard can lay a solid

citizen; secondly, to make a good time

and students could move forward with

foundation for your profession, and help

management; thirdly, to learn to live in-

steadfast and brilliant steps.

you make a contribution in the engineer-

dependently. As a conclusion, he wished

Mr. Patrick Gallagher, president of

ing field.” President Patrick Gallagher

all freshmen academic success and good

University of Pittsburgh, made a speech

made a suggestion to all freshmen: as

luck in their new life journey.

on the ceremony, expressing his con-

university offers unique opportunity and

During the ceremony, president Patrick

gratulation to everyone for starting a

suitable hotbed for you to realize your

Gallagher gave the photo of landmark

new academic life, and his appreciation

ambitions, wish you all cherish noble as-

main building at University of Pittsburg

to SCU for the great support to establish

piration during university life, and grow

to all freshmen of the Institute and further

Sichuan University-Pittsburg Institute.

up to be the “excellent world citizens”.

expressed his anticipation of receiving the

He said that SCU’s great effort for high-

Mr. Qiu Minjing, dean of Sichuan

students at University of Pittsburgh.

end internationalized development has
achieved obvious results, among which
Sichuan University-Pittsburg Institute
could facilitate world class engineering knowledge break through national
boundaries, benefit more students and
provide the engineering field with talents. President Patrick Gallagher briefly
reviewed the whole process of Vice
Premier Liu Yandong’s participation in
the inauguration ceremony of Sichuan
University-Pittsburg Institute, and detailed the University of Pittsburg in terms
of scale, discipline construction, talent
cultivation and outstanding alumni, etc.
Finally President Patrick Gallagher sent
words “brand-new start” to freshmen in
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C oorperation

SCU Signs VUB Confucius Institute
Executive Agreement with Renmin University of China
and Vrije Universiteit Brussel

I

n order to cooperate with the

is entitled “Uphold Heart-to-heart

on behalf of the headquarter of Con-

Third Meeting of China-EU High-

Communication and Mutual Learning

fucius Institute, and Mr. Paul De Knop,

Level People-to-People Dialogue

to Create a Bright Future for Chinese

president of Vrije Universiteit Brussel

and European Civilizations”.

(VUB), under the witness of Premier

Mechanism, the Brussel Sino-Europe
Research Institute 2015 Sino-Europe

After the lecture, vice president Yan

LiKeqiang and Belgian Prime Minister

Think Tank Forum, “Sino-Europe 40

Shijing, on behalf of Sichuan Univer-

Michelle during Premier Li’s visit to

years: New Comprehensive Strategic

sity, Mr. Ji Nuo, chairman of Renmin

Belgium on June 9, 2015.

Partnership” co-sponsored by SCU

University Council, and vice president

On the afternoon of September

a n d s o m e o t h e r i n s t i t u t i o n s, wa s

Jan Cornelis, on behalf of Université-

16, vice president Yan Shijing, direc-

held at the conference hall of Vrije

libre de Bruxelles, jointly signed ULB

tor Shi Jian, officers in charge of the

Universiteit Brussel. After the forum,

Confucius Institute Executive Agree-

Office for Social Sciences and Inter-

all participants moved to the Lecture

ment. It is aimed at implementation of

national Office attended the working

Hall of Vrije Universiteit Brussel to

the cooperation agreement to establish

conference of Brussels Academy of

listen to an important speech made

Confucius Institute signed by Mr. QuX-

China and European Studies held at

by Vice Premier Liu Yandong, which

ing, China’s ambassador to Belgium,

ULB, and the working meeting on the
preparation for Confucius Institute.
Vice president Yan Shijing and vice
president Jan Cornelisof ULB had
serious discussions with respect to
reinforcing multi-level and all-around
innovative cooperation mode, and
reached a consensus on relevant cooperative intention.
During the Third Meeting of China-EU High-Level People-to-People
Dialogue Mechanism, some European
universities including Universitaet
Bonn, Ghent University and KatholiekeUniversiteit Leuven, which have
established cooperation relationship
with SCU, also dispatched their representatives to attend the meeting, and
had talks on enhancing cooperation
with the European affair representative in our delegation.
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2015 China – Russia
“Yangtze River and Volga River Drainage Basins”
Youth Forum Inaugurated in Sichuan University

O

n the morning of July 29, 2015

reached several major agreements in recent

eration also held the belief that the activity

China – Russia “Yangtze River

years.” - said by WangNing, executive vice

would be a new milestone of cultural and

and Volga River Drainage Basins”

governor of Sichuan. He added that the

educational exchanges between both coun-

Youth Forum was inaugurated in the

forum would further facilitate cultural ex-

tries, and the youths attended the activity

gymnasium of Wangjiang Campus, Sich-

change and youth communication of both

would become important ties maintaining

uanUniversity. This forum was attended

parties. Zhu Shihong, head of the Educa-

friendly relationship between Russia and

by 161 youth representatives from the

tion Department of Sichuan hosted the

China in the future.

Federal District along the Volga River of

opening ceremony. Yang Quanming, chair-

Then, student representatives of both

Russia and 180 youth representatives

man of the SCU University Council made

parties addressed the forum and held the

and relative personnel from around the

the welcoming speech, while Yan Shijing,

flag-giving ceremony for 2015 China – Rus-

middle and upper reaches of the Yangtze

vice president of SichuanUniversity and

sia “Yangtze River and Volga River Drainage

River, China.

some other leaders attended the opening

Basins” Youth Forum.

“As an important strategic partner of

ceremony.

each other, leaders of China and Russia

Tretyak, deputy minister of the Ministry

have conducted close cooperation and

of Education and Science of Russian Fed-

The art performance following the opening ceremony drew bursts of warm applause
from the youths of China and Russia.
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Sichuan-based universities, experiencing

Russian friends fully experience local con-

ethnic culture, stimulating high-speed train

ditions and customs of Sichuan. During

driving, weather forecast preparation as

this period, “Russian Day”, roundtable fo-

well as studying Sichuan cuisine cooking

rum and academic lecture and some other

and manipulation, which facilitated our

activities were also held.

LINKS
Prof. Yang Quanming, chairman of the SCU
University Council, addressed the Opening
Ceremony

Tretyak, the first deputy minister of the Ministry of Education and Science of Russian
Federation made a speech at the meeting

The forum, with the theme of “friendship and youthfulness”, is sponsored by
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and organized by the Education Department and
the Department of Foreign and Overseas
Chinese Affairs, Sichuan Provincial People’s Government. It is one of the mating
activities of the 4th symposium of the leaders from the regions along the middle and
upper reaches of the Yangtze River and the
Federal District along the Volga River.
The entire forum lasted for 12 days,
during which Chinese and Russian youths
divided into 7 groups participated in
interesting and local featured activities
organized by 7 universities inSichuan.
These diversified activities include experiencing campus life of Sichuan students
in universities, attending classes, going to
research laboratories, taking part in lectures
and experiments of some characteristic
disciplines and superior domains of the
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The cooperation mechanism bet w e e n C h i n a – R u s s i a “ Ya n g t z e
River and Volga River Drainage Basins” was officially initiated in May,
2013. Targeting at expediting economic cooperation as well as cultural and educational exchanges,
it mainly covers 6 provinces (municipality directly under the central
government) along the upper and
middle reaches of Yangtze River of
China and 14 federal subjects of
the Federal District along the Volga
River of Russia. In June, 2014, the
3 rd symposium of the leaders from
China – Russia “Yangtze River and
Volga River Drainage Basins” was
held in Russia. During the meeting, Chinese representatives invited
youths from Russia to attend youth
exchange activities at the upper
and middle reaches of Yangtze Riv-

er this year, which resulted in this
forum.
In terms of Russia, “Yangtze River
and Volga River Drainage Basins”
regions refer to 14 federal subjects
of the Federal District along the
Volga River, including Republic of
Ta t a r s t a n , K i ro v O b l a s t , M a r i E l
Republic, Udmurt Republic, Penza
Oblast, Republic of Mordovia,
Saratov Oblast, Samara Oblast,
N i z h n y N o v g o ro d O b l a s t , O re nburg Oblast, Chuvash Republic,
Ulyanovsk Oblast, Perm Krai and
Republic of Bashkortostan.
And the 6 provinces (municipality
directly under the central government) along the upper and middle
reaches of Yangtze River of China
include: Sichuan, Chongqing, Anhui, Jiangxi,Hunan and Hubei.
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“The First International Symposium on Culture
and Communicating Semiotics” Held in SCU

O

n the morning of July 4, the “First
International Symposium on Culture and Communicating Semiot-

ics”, co-organized by College of Literature
and Journalism of SCU, Institute of Journalism and Communication under Chinese Academy of Social Sciences, Literary
Criticism, Literature & Art Studies, Journal
of International Communication, Signs &
Media andComparative Literature and Culture (A&HCI), was kicked off at Wangjiang
Campus of SCU. Paul Cobley, professor
in School of Media and Performing Arts,
Middlesex University and president of
International Association for Semiotic
Studies (2014-2019), Prof. Yan Shijing, vice

discussed, including “Semiotics in New

Saussure and Communicating Semiotics

president of SCU and other officers related

Media Technology Time”, “Journalistic

Theoretical history”.

attended the opening ceremony, and over

Communicating Semiotics”, “Cinema &

The First International Symposium on

300 experts in semiotics from USA, UK,

TV Communicating Semiotics”, “Image

Culture and Communicating Semiotics

France, Hong Kong & Taiwan and main-

and Design Communicating Semiotics”,

provided an opportunity for participants

land attended the symposium.

“Cognitive Science and Communicat-

to understand and inspire each other and

Under theme of “Culture and Com-

ing Semiotics”, “Culture & Nationality

constructed a solid bridge for the integra-

municating Semiotics in New Media

Semiotics”, “Brand & Ads. Communicat-

tion and development of various disci-

Age”, relevant topics were discussed in a

ing Semiotics”, “Semiotics Heritage of

plines of humanistic and social science,

comprehensive way. During the round-ta-

China”, “Semiotics and Art Research”,

and contributed a lot to the development

ble conferences in groups, 11 topics were

“Literary Narration Analysis”, and “Pierce,

of the academic community concerned.

“Study-centered Education--Innovation-driven
Effective Teaching” International Seminar Held in SCU

O

n July 7, the “Study-centered

held successfully. Prof. Bu Hong, vice

State University, and Staff from related

Education--Innovation-driven

president of SCU, Prof. Martin Valcke

departments of SCU, as well as experts,

Effective Teaching” interna-

from Ghent University, Prof. Roger C.

scholars and teacher representatives

tional seminar organized by Center for

Shouse from Pennsylvania State Uni-

from over 50 Chinese universities and

Teaching Advancement and Academic

versity, Mr. Mark D. Rentz, director of

colleges attended the seminar.

Affairs Office, Sichuan University was

English & Culture Project of Arizona

During the seminar, Prof. Martin
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C onferences
Valcke from Ghent University, Prof.
Roger C. Shouse from Pennsylvania
State University, Mr. Mark D. Rentz,
director of English & Culture Project
of Arizona State University delivered
special reports titled “Cooperative
Learning in Higher Education”, “How
to Learn Leadership Course with Innovative Thinking” and “Story Telling and
Retelling Inside and Outside the Classroom” respectively, and these reports
were given in the form of simultaneous
interpretation from English to Chinese.
In addition, the invited expert interacted with audiences in good times,
drilling on site the discussion, cooperative learning, story retelling and other
innovative teaching strategies, from
which the participating teachers benefit
a lot.
Following the seminar in the morning, workshops in groups were held
in the afternoon, themed respectively
with “Course Re-design in Higher Education: Design Thinking”, “English
Teaching Based on Positive Learning
Exploiting Symbolism and Sustainability Derived from Music, Art, History,
Culture, Belief, Tourism and Marketing” and “Overcoming the Obstacles
to Classroom Innovation”. Based on
their teaching practices, occupational
experiences and the current status of
teaching advancement centers of their
universities or colleges, the participating teachers put forward novel views
and constructive ideas, and such a way
all the themes were fully discussed.
The successful convening of “Studycentered Education--Innovation-driven
Effective Teaching” international seminar facilitated the cooperation among
higher learning institutions at home
and abroad, and will further gear up
the construction of teaching advancement centers concerned.
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Sichuan University Co-organized ICMSEM in Germany

T

he 9 th International Conference

presented their research. All sessions

on Management Science and Engi-

were well attended followed by intensive

neering Management (ICMSEM),

after-presentation exchanges. Besides, the

organized by International Society of

conference also included a workshop on

Management Science and Engineering

Big Data, all presentations were well dis-

Management (ISMSEM) and co-orga-

cussed in details.

nized by Karlsruhe Institute of Technol-

Conference Proceedings

ogy and Sichuan University, was held at
the Karlsruhe, Germany, from July 21 to
st

25th.

The conference proceedings were
published as a Springer Proceedings

Opening Ceremony and Awarding

Book with ISBN. This proceedings
in the morning of July 21 and July 22.

volume includes the full papers of the

The general chair, Prof. Dr. Stefan

This conference also included 4 paral-

communications presented at the con-

Nickel, the dean of Karlsruhe Institute of

lel sessions, wherein 40 scholars from

ference, which underwent a peer refer-

Technology (KIT), hosted the opening

different institutions across the world

eeing process.

ceremony of the 9th ICMSEM. Professor
Dr. Gerhard Satzger, presented a warm
welcome to the university and the most
sincere wish for a successful meeting.
The general chair and the president of
ISMSEM, Prof. Dr. Jiuping Xu from Sichuan University, presented the sincere appreciation to the co-organizers for their
excellent work, the warm welcome to all
conference participants, and a brief introduction to the ICMSEM series. The 2015
Advancement Prize for MSEM was also
awarded during the opening ceremony.
The prizes were rigorously selected from
971 papers submitted before 15th July,
2015.

Keynote Address Presentations & Parallel
Sessions
Seven keynote speakers from Azerbaijan, Germany, Spain, USA, Canada, Portugal and Japan gave the plenary reports
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A cademics

With SCU Leading the Study,
Medication Treatment of Cataract is Hopeful
Editor’s Note: At present, cataract can only be treated with surgery. But lately,
under the lead of Prof. Zhang Kang, a SCU professor enrolled in “Thousand Talents Program”, the study on cataract treatment with medicines, jointly conducted
by researchers from Sichuan University, Sun Yat-Sen University, Tsinghua University, University of California-San Diego and other institutions, has made substantial
progress and published an article on the journal Nature. Xinhuanet reported it in
detail as follows:

compactly arranged crystallin. Ordered
arrangement of crystallin is critical to
maintain transparency of lens. Any
disorganized or abnormal aggregation
of crystallin could result in decrease of
transparency, which causes cataract and
affects eyesight. However, the critical
regulating mechanism of abnormal ag-

Cataract Is to Be Cured with Medication Treatment

gregation and disaggregation of crystal-

LONDON, July 22 (Xinhuanet) (Reported by Zhang Jiawei)

lin is still hanging in doubt.
According to the report, researchers conducted studies in two families
with congenital cataract and found that
lanosterol in normal lens is critical in
regulating abnormal aggregation and
disaggregation of crystallin. Based on this
finding, researchers treated dogs with
cataract with eye drops containing lanosterol. After six weeks of treatment, crystalline opacity was decreased and cataract
severity was reduced.
When interviewed by a reporter of Xinhua News Agency, Prof Zhang Kang, who
led the study, remarks that cataract is the
leading cause of blindness and visual impairment worldwide; cataract is currently
treated with surgery due to the absence of
effective medicine; but the surgery is expensive and the risk of surgery is inevitable;

A

hence “the breakthrough about finding
t present, cataract can only be

transparency of crystalline lens of dogs

lanosterol played a key role in regulating

treated with surgery, but a study

with cataract by means of eye drops.

crystallin abnormal aggregation suggests a

jointly conducted by researchers

The study was carried out in a joint

novel strategy for the clinical medication

from China and the United States has

effort by researchers from Sichuan

treatment of cataract, which will definitely

made a substantial step towards medi-

University, Sun Yat-Sen University,

have a vast and promising application

cation treatment for the disease. They

Tsinghua University and University

prospect”, said Zhang.

discovered, for the first time, the critical

of California-San Diego, etc. Accord-

regulating effect of lanosterol in cataract

ing to an article they published on the

formation, and successfully enhanced the

journal Nature, the lens is composed of
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The Latest Journal Impact Factor of International
Journal of Oral Science,
Run by West China Hospital of Stomatology is Released

A

ccording to the latest Journal Citation Report (JCR) released by Thomson Reuters
recently, the English professional journal

International Journal of Oral Science (IJOS), run
by State Key Laboratory of Oral Diseases, West
China Hospital of Stomatology is rated with an
impact factor (IF) of 2.531, listed in Q1 matrix
(namely the top 25% of IF) in three continuous
years. As the No. 1 English journal of oral science in Asia, this periodical now is undoubtedly
among the ranks of world authoritative journals
in the said domain.

Bone Research, the English Journal of Orthopedics
Run by West China Hospital of Stomatology,
Obtains Impact Factor the First Time

I

n the latest Journal Citation Report (JCR) released by Thomson Reuters, the English
journal of orthopedics Bone Research, run by State Key Laboratory of Oral Diseases,
West China Hospital of Stomatology obtains impact factor of 1.31 for the first time,

and ranks No. 1 among the English journals of orthopedics in Asia. Founded in 2013,
with an editorial board consisting of famous stomatology and orthopedics scholars
and experts at home and abroad, Bone Research serves as an important means bridging oral science and medicinal fields. Bone Research has been included in Pubmed
Central, Science Citation Index-Expanded, Chemical Abstracts, Scopus and other
word-renowned databases successively. In 2014, Bone Research signed cooperation
agreement with Nature Publishing Group (NPG), becoming one of the cooperative
journals of Nature, from then on all its articles are openly accessible in www.nature.
com/boneres. In 2014, Bone Research was selected by the Ministry of Education into
the second batch of “Fine Projects of University Scientific Journals”.
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Oxford Distinguished Speaker Program

S

ichuan University and St Edmund
Hall (a College of the University
of Oxford) officially signed a

Memorandum of International Academic Cooperation & Exchange in August
2014 to develop a comprehensive strategic partnership. As a part of the cooperation content, Distinguished Speaker
Program was officially unveiled at SCU
in March 2015. So far, three professors
have participated in the Program. The
professors’ lectures aroused wide concerns of students and teachers at SCU.
we’ve benefited a lot and broadened our
field of vision from this precious learning & exchange opportunity, most of
them said.

I. Keynote speaker:
Prof. Robert Wilkins, Senior Tutor of St Edmund Hall of Oxford
Date: March 27-30, 2015
Place: West China School of Medicine,
Sichuan University, State Key Laboratory of Biotherapy
Training content:
1. Lecture: Hans Ussing and the development of models of epithelial transport
2. Lecture: Countercurrent systems in the kidney
3. Seminar: general and special seminars on cartilage

As the leader of the programme, Prof. Robert Wilkins in physiology from the University of Oxford held a three-day academic exchange activity at West China School of Medicine. To cater for the demands of various audiences, Dr. Wilkins has delivered two special lectures and one seminar for the medical staff and researchers from Orthopedics Department and State Key Laboratory at the
State Key Laboratory and Meeting Room of West China School of Medicine, covering Hans Ussing and the development of models
of epithelial transport, countercurrent systems in the kidney and cartilage related issues; both sides conducted in-depth communication and discussion on the research domains and achievements of mutual interest. During which, Mr. Simon Costa, general affairs and financial director of St Edmund Hall visited the School and established a partnership.
On the morning of March 30, Prof. Xie Heping, vice-president of SCU, met with Dr. Wilkins at VIP hall, 3F of the Administrative
Building in Wangjiang Campus.
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I. Keynote speaker:
Prof. Heidi Johansen-Berg, Cognitive Neuroscience from the University of Oxford
Date: July 15-17, 2015
Place: West China Hospital, Sichuan University
Content:
1. Lecture: Imaging motor recovery after stroke
2. Lecture: Using diffusion MRI to study human white matter
3. Seminar: Imaging and stimulating human brain plasticity
4. Seminar: Structural imaging in the ageing brain

Senior Prof. Heidi Johansen-Berg, director of Functional Magnetic Resonance Imaging of the Brain (FMRIB) of the University of Oxford and a well-known professor of cognitive neuroscience, delivered three-day lectures. To cater for the demands of various audiences, he
has delivered two special lectures and two seminars for the medical staff and researchers from Neurology Department, Radiology Department and Magnetic Resonance Research Center, covering imaging motor recovery after stroke, using diffusion MRI to study human white
matter, imaging and stimulating human brain plasticity, and structural imaging in the ageing brain, etc. And the Neurology Department
and Magnetic Resonance Research Center also introduced present scientific research to Prof. Heidi Johansen-Berg; both sides also conducted in-depth communication and discussion on the research domains and achievements of mutual interest.
On the morning of July 17, Prof. Yan Shijing, vice-president of SCU, met with Prof. Heidi Johansen-Berg.

I. Keynote speaker:
Prof. Dimitrios Tsomocos, St Edmund Hall of Oxford
Date: July 14-16, 2015
Place: School of Economics, Sichuan University
Content:
1. General lecture: “Global Imbalances and Greece’s Exit from the Crisis”
2. General lecture: “UK new regulatory framework and the Financial Policy Committee”
3. General lecture: “Measuring financial fragility in China”
4. General lecture: “How does macroprudential regulation change bank credit supply?”

Professor Dimitrios Tsomocos is a Financial Economics reader from SaïD Business School, University of Oxford, a researcher in
Management from St Edmund Hall, and a senior researcher in I.S.E Financial Market Group; he gave four lectures in three days, analyzing vividly the hot issues in present world economic field with plenty of detailed cases from various themes and angles. Based
on his research practices, he also held hot academic discussion with the participating teachers and students on various solutions to
Greece crisis and China’s debt problem, the trends of China’s economy and whether there is a loophole in the separate financial
system of People’s Bank of China and Chinese Financial Regulator, and whether China can draw lessons from Britain’s new financial supervision model the teachers and students said they benefit a lot in listening the lectures and discussing with Prof. Dimitrios.
On the noon of September 14, Prof. Yan Shijing, vice president of SCU, on behalf of Academician Xie Heping, met with Prof.
Dimitrios Tsomocos. Some officers from the Personnel Department, School of Economics, International Office and other related
departments of SCU attended the meeting.
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News

SCU Bids to Host 2016 International
Institute of Administrative Science &
International Association of Schools
and Institutes of Administration Joint
Conference

July 5th, 2015

July 13th, 2015

Professor Zhang Xingdong Elected the
President of the International Union of
Societies for Biomaterials Science and
Engineering

Sichuan University and Queen Mary University of London Extend Comprehensive
Cooperative Agreement

President Xie Heping Meets Prof. Hayward, Head of Faculty of Education o f
University of Cambridge

July 15th, 2015

July 16th, 2015

July 24th, 2015

President Yung Chaur-Shin of Fo Guang
University of Taiwan Leads a Team to
Visit SCU

A Delegation of Pakistan People’s Party
Makes a Visit to SCU

Dr. Egon Toft, Vice-President of Qatar
University Visits West China College of
Stomatology, SCU
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The SCU Young Teachers’ Participation
in Training Class at University of Oxford Comes to A Successful Conclusion

Prof. Philip David Coates, Honorary Professor of SCU and Academician of Royal
Academy of Engineering, Wins 2015
“Tianfu Friendship Award”

Youth Teachers of SCU Attend a ShortTerm Training at the Technische Universität Clausthal of Germany

West China College of Medicine of SCU
and Medical College of Thomas Jefferson
University Will Jointly Cultivate EightYear Medical Students

Sept. 11th, 2015

Sept. 20th, 2015

Sept. 28th, 2015

President Kyunghee Choi of Ewha Womans University of Korea Pays a Visit to
SCU

SCU West China Stomatology Health
Education Museum, the First One alike
in China is Opened

Mr. Rolet Loretan, Director General of
International Institute of Administrative Sciences (IIAS) Visits SCU
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SCU - KULENUVEN CONCERT

22
Sichuan University Newsletter

23
Sichuan University Newsletter

Copyright © 2015 Sichuan University All rights reserved.

